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"FREE NATION'S" THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY 

"An Unusual and Outstanding Gathering of Christians" 
The yearly convention of Jehovah's witnesses 

was announced first in Apiil, and \Vas called the 
"Free Nation's" Theocratic Assembly'. Later, The 
Watc~t.ower P1;1~lici~ed the Assembly, listing the 
roo cities parhcipatmg in the United States and 
also dre~v attention to its international scope by 
a~nouncmg assemblies in cities in foreign coun­
ti;es. Such an unparalleled Christian gathering 
vitally concerned all people of good-will. Hence 
Jehovah's witnesses prepared a special news rt'-
lease, as follows: · 

jEHOVAH's \\.ITNESSES AssE~IBLE IN 100 Cnrns 
· An International Convention Arranged 

During the three days of August 20 to 22, in­
clusive, there promises to be an unusual and out­
standing gathering of Christians. Jehovah's wit­
nesses are again holding their yearly convention. 
This time it appears to ht' an int(,.'rnational conven­
tion, because similar assemblies are being held in 
the United States, Mexico, Cuba, Brazil, Sweden, 
and many other countries, so it is reported. In the 
United States alorie there will be roo conventions 
convening simultaneously, and at certain times 
during these three days all the cities will be tied 
together by private telephone service arranged 
by the A.T. & T. Co. It is reported, too, that in 
Mexico 12 such assemblies are being arranged. 

The highest executive of this land, some months 
ago, stated that the spiritual interests of the people 
should not be impaired, neglected or interfered 
with during this period of war against totalitarian 
aggressors. He stated that only certain national 
regulations be complied with so as not to hamper 
the ·COflduct of the conflict for tht> "four freedoms". 
of which freedom of worship is one. The conven­
tion committee says that this matter was taken 
into consideration in laying out the arrangements 
for this convention. In view of the conditions pre­
vailing throughout the land, instead of having :l 

general assembly convene at one common point. 
a::- they did a frw years ago at St. Louis. where 
there were n5,ooo in attendance, this year the 
Jehovah's witnesses' convention is spread ont ovN 
100 cities from coast to coast. Minneapolis, Min­
nesota, is what they call the key city; and what 
goes on at Minneapolis will go on simultaneously 
throughout all the land. With this unique arrange­
ment, the convention committee says, the amount 
of travel ,~till be greatly reduced; thus not inter­
frring with nor causing too great a load to fall on 

the railroads and bus lines. They are now aiready 
over~rowded. In. most parts of the country con­
ventions are so situated that no one has to travel 
much more than 50 miles at the most. 

. On three d~~ere~t occasions during this conven­
tion of mo cities m the United States all of them 
will be tied together by a vast network of tele­
phone lines. On each of these three days the pres­
ident of the "':atch _Tower Bible & Tract Society 
and other officials will address the t:>ntire assemblv 
from coast to coast. The president of the Watch 
Tower .Bible & _Tract S?ciety will attend the key 
assembly at '.\lmneapohs, whert> Jehovah's wit­
nesses are using the Municipal Auditorium. On 
Sunday, August 22, the widely-advertised lecture, 
"FREED0'.\1 TN THE NEW WORLD," will be delivered 
by Mr. _N. ~. ~norr '. president of the Society. -
Persons m this citv will be able to hear this lec-
ture at ...... p.m. -in the ...... avditorium,. ~ ... . 
(address). The local convention committee says 
that all persons who love freedom of worship are 
cordiallv invited to attend anv and all sessions of 
the con-vention. Seats are alw.ays free and no col­
lections are taken. The meetings are for the wor­
ship of the only true God, Jehovah, and for free 
Theocratic education. (End of news release) 

This release being read over radio stations and 
published by many newspapers, the curiosity and 
mterest of many persons were aroused; yet their 
curiosity and interest were not satisfied by a fact­
ual report of the happenings at the Assembly it­
self. This report seeks to satisfy their desire. ·The 
pages following carry a condensed survey of the 
"Frt>e Nation's" Theocratic Asosembly. · 

Our Front Cover 
( 1) \\.ith magazirn· hag-; and sound t·quipnwnt to the 
forf' \\·it1wsses about to leav{' for thf' field at one of 
the South African cities. (:l) :\ capacity crowd jams 
tlw :\Iunicipal Auditorium in "'.\linneapolis to hear the 
Sund;~v lecture. "Frer·dom in the New \Vorld," and 
(2) imme?iately thf'reaffrr happy thrnngs kaving the 
building wave th(' 11P\\·lv released booklet containing 
the stirring discourst· on fn·t--<lum. 
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~THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY 
of Jehovah's witnesses 

J 
E H 0 V A H G U D is the ::\laster of space. 
Throughout the boundless expanse of the 
universe extends his invisible organization, its 

members numbered bv the millions. Inanimate 
heavenly bodies hurtle- through limitless space at 
incredible velocities, each adhering to its well­
defined orbit and maintaining a time schedule 
unchangeable through the,, centuries. The great 
God of order and Oi"ganization maintains perfect 
unity in his universal organizatio1:1, .despite i~s 
immeasurable vastness. To the reignmg, omm­
potent God, Jehovah, space presents no problem .. 
-Revelation 19: 6. 

Then the mere planet-speck in the universe 
koown as the earth could offer no unsolvable 
space-problem to the Creator. His visible ?rgan~­
zation upon this mundane sphere must, hke h;s 
heavenly hosts. operate umtedly to Jehovah s 
praise, -and this notwithstanding t~e seemingly 
great earth-distances that separate its members. 
Jehovah's spirit spans all ~bsta:les of _space to 
effect unity, and through his Kuig Chnst J es~s 
both the visible and the invisible parts of His 
organization are welded into one harmonious 
whole. So declares an inspired \vitness, at Colos­
sians I : 17 : "In and through him [Christ J the 
universe is one harmonious whole." (Weymouth 
translation) God's Word further emph~s.izes the 
close relationship existing between the visible and 
the invisible parts of his realm where it . speaks 
of "the whole family in hea\·en and earth". 
(Ephesians 3: 15) Sp-ace, yea. ev~i~ the great 
difference between physical and spmt cn:atn_res. 
cannot pn·vent unity within God's orgamzat1011. 
Having fulfillment now is His expresse~l pu~-­
pose to "gather together in out; all tlungs. 111 

Christ. both which are in the heavens, and wh1cl1 
are on earth". \,\lh\' does hl' thus ''gather 1o-

gether" ~ "That wZ· [ Fre<' Nzi tion r:iemb~rs 
should be to the praise of his glory." (J'.-pbes1ans 
1: 10, 12, margin) All the space of the unin·rsi:. 
including the cumparatin·ly insignificant distances 
on the surface of the planet earth, cannot ddeat 
this divine purpose of unified assembly !or 
praising Jehovah and his King. 

Unity Despite Barriers 
Focus attention now to the year A.D. 1943, 

and consider Jehovah's organization of witnesses 
upon the earth. Though physically scattered on'r 

:the face of the earth, Jt·hovah's spmt binds 
them together as one, and the fellowship of 
Chiist unites them. They have assembled unto 
the Kingdom. (Hebrews 12: 22, 23) But the peo­
ple of God have assemblies that are more visibly 
evident than their assembly unto .Mount Zion. 
This more literal 'gathering together', however, 
has the same purpose as the great assembly unto 
Zion's King, namely, to sing the praises of the 
Most High. Many of such assemblies have been 
enjoyed by Jehovah's witnesses in the years gone 
by, and remembrance of the Lord's bounteous 
blessings on these occasions lingers. Nonetheless, 
surpassing all these was the glorious assembly 
held in this year A.D. 1943· 

On this occasion not only ·were Jehovah's wit­
nesses united by the everpresent spirit of the 
Almighty, but they were associated together in 
a more tangible sense also. For three days they 
assembled in obedience to the Theocratic law: 
''Gather the people. together, men, and women, 
and children, and thy stranger that is within 
thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may 
learn, and fear the LORD your God, and observe 
to do all the words of this law." (Deuteronomy 
31: 12) True, not all were gathen·d at one physi­
cal location on the earth's surface. Globe-girdling 
in its scope was this assembly. In the United 
States alone one hundred cities were ·used as 
assembly points, and added to this imposing figure 
\\'en· many asst·mbly cities in snch lands as Mexi­
co, Cuba, Brazil, Chil<', Hawaii, New Zealand, 
Sweden. South Africa, West Africa, and others. 
But n·e11 though scattered throughout the earth, 
the din·rs assemblies of God's servants were 
united, all partaking of the sank spiritual food 
at tlw Lord's one tabll', and in the United 
States tlw space-bridging devices of tckphone and 
tt·kgraph spread likt· a great m:h frnm the key 
citv and linked togdher for the three days tht' 
Arnerican citit>s in one grand assembly. Just as 
the lines of commnnication between the heavenly 
and earthly parts of God's organization remain 
unbreakabie. though they extend across the broad 
expanses of the universe, so on occasion the 
separated congregations in the earth are tied to­
gether by communication lines, despite enemy 
attempts to dismpt such facilities. Jehovah God 
snrmounted the difficnltit>s of space for His people. 
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A happy group of witnesses from the ~ortht'rn Transvaal all ;wt for tlw fray 

Freedom Exalted 
. Not only is Jehovah the Master of space; he 
is also the Source of freedom. Appropriatelv, 
then, this triumphant assembly was called ''FREE 
NATION's" THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY. Not democra­
tic, not totalitarian, but Theocratic and FREE is the 
Nation. Not any earthly nation under the con­
trol of the "god of this world", but the God­
founded ''holy nation'' is it. No national barriers 
or racial differences or separating spaces mar 
its unity or shorten the arm of its Ruler. The 
theme of freedom was most timely, in view of 
the fact that the burning issue before all creation 
is: Shall the universe of creatures live free in 
Jehovah, the Creator? or shall it exist slave +o 
the Devil? Creation will not remain part free 
and part slave, as it is now. This "Free Nation's" 
Assembly unerringly pointed the way to ever­
lasting freedom, not only from want and fear but 
also from demon dominion and death. All of the 
discourses, all of the new releases, everything 
pertaining to the Assembly, forcefully emphasized 
again and again the freedom theme; indeed, the 
"Free Nation's" Theocratic Assembly seemed to 
actually breathe freedom during those three 
eventful days. And inasmuch as this atmosphere 
of freedom was nowhere else so in evicilence as at 
the key city, and since that spot was the hub ;-)f 
the Assembly, from which emanated the keynote 
address and principal lectures, that assembv 
city offers the best vantage point from which t~ 
view the "Free Nation's" Theocratic Assemblv. 
So let us turn our attention to the kev cit\·, 
Minneapolis, Minn. - -

It was in the $3,ooq,ooo Municipal Auditorium 
there that Jehovah's witnesses met for worship 
in the key city, and from which the main pro­
grams emanated by land wires to the other as­
sembly cities. And it did prove itself ideal for 
the housing of the convention and all its activities. 
with but one exception; that was on Sunday 8t 
the timP of the public lecture, "Freedom in- the 
New World," when even the large, magnificmt 
Municipal Auditorium could not accommodate tlw 

intlux of citizens oJ Minneapolis and vicinity 
responding to the invitation extended to them, 
\vhich augmented the throngs of witnesses already 
in attendance. The many broad corridors and 
subsidiary rooms accotnmodated the various de­
partments needed for the running of the conven­
tion, such as administrative offices, volunteer 
service, ushering, rooming assignment, hospital, 
etc. A large and efficiently-operated cafeteria was 
housed in the basement Exhibition Hall. The co­
operation of (the Auditorium martagement and 
employees was 'splendid, and "they did everythifig 
within their power to make the visit of Jehovah' 5 

witnesses with them a pleasant one. 

The Assembly Begins 
By opening day, Theocratic conventioners by 

the thousands were in Minneapolis, having arrived 
via the rail and bus transportation systems 
that feed into the city. Some reportedly hitch­
hiked long distances to take in the Assembly 
from the key-city vantage point. Upward of five 
thousand gathered in the Municipal Auditorium 
at 8: 30 a.m. on opening day, for the "assembly 
for Theocratic activities''. After uniting voices 
and hearts in song and prayer, and receiving in­
structions for field service, the witnesses spread 
throughout the highways and byways presenting 
the gospel of the Kingdom from house to house, 
as did their Exemplar more than nineteen cen­
turies before. 

After returning from the field and satisfying 
their appetites from the bounteous supply of ap­
petizing temporal food served at the cafeteria 
located in the basement, the conventioners began 
filtering back into the spacious arena for the early 
afternoon "assembly for advertising". The num­
bers of the publicity agents for God's kingdom 
now augmented bv hundreds of new arrivals, this 
armv of adveliisers received last-minute instruc­
tion~ for the final push. And it was just that, be­
cause the adwliising of the public lecture ''Free­
dom in the New World" had been zealously 

. pursued. Several days previously, 701 streetcars 
and 26q buses began carrying advertisements '1f 
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the lecture; taxis and private cars cropped up 
wearing hundreds of purple-and-white streamers 
inviting the public to attend the "Free Nation's" 
Theocratic Assembly. Posted in eye-catching spots 
throughou~ the ''Twin Cities'' were fifty bill­
board signs. Twelve hundred show-window pla­
cards were placed in the display windows of the 
downtown business section. Adding to this array 
of mute testimony, beautifully stenciled announce­
ments of the main lecture blossomed forth on the 
sides of automobiles. Topping all these for im­
pressiveness ~vere the two mammoth banners 
stretched out on the Municipal Auditorium itself. 
Nearly ten feet high and fifty feet long, these huge 
streamers \Vere visible for great distances. 

Dominating the advertising campaign, hmvever, 
were the hundreds of living, breathing, moving 
''advertisements'' that appeared at strategic points 
on the streets of the· "Twin Cities". These were 
Jehovah's witnesses themselves. Carrying on the. 
front and back of their persons placards informing 
passers-by of the big lecture, these workers dis­
tributed hundreds of thousands of leaflets to the 
people. It was this part of the advertising cam­
paign that was stressed at the Friday afternoon 
"assembly for advertising". and it constituted 
the final push that climaxed a highly successful 
publicity drive that resulted in an overflow crmvd 
at the public meeting. 

The Keynote Speech 
But now the time approached for what might 

be termed tbe official opening of the "Free Na­
tion's" Theocratic Assembly, previous gatherings 
of the day being in the nature of preliminaries. 
After a quarter-hour of songs of praise extolling 
the great Theocrat, Jehovah God, the 9,000 assem­
bled ones lent their attention to the words of the 
chairman as he offered prayer and delivered the 
"Address of Welcome". Shortly thereafter, at 3 
p.m., assemblies in nearly 100 American cities 
were made as one by means of nation-\vide tele­
phonic svstem, and -tens of thousands heard an 
assistant -chairman introduce the president of the 
Society, N. H. Knorr. Welcoming applause 
greeted the president as he took his position on 
the beautiful stage in Minneapolis, which greet­
ing was echoed by the eager audiences that were 
'listening in' throughout the nation. Settling 
themselves comfortably in tht>ir chairs, a com­
bined assemblage of nearly 60,000 conventioners 
in the United States gave attentive ear to the 
stining speech, "Standing Fast for Freedom." 
Then the keynote of the Assembly was struck, 
and t~ freedom theme that it exalted was repeat­
edly sounded by all the disrnnrsf's that followP<l. 
Freedom dominated ! 

"Jehovah God foreknevv that there would be 
born men and women who would desire to be 
delivered from bondage, not that they might please 
self, but that they might worship and serve the 
only true and living God, their gracious Creator." 
So opened in measured tones the keynote address. 
Declaring that ":Jehovah God is the" great Libera­
tor'', the president sketched the bringing forth of 
t_he Israelite nation from Egyptian bondage as a 
tree people, and the prO\·ision of divine law to 
keep them free, especially from religion's yoke. 
Jerusalem's departure from Theocratic law, her 
ensnarement in religion as a result thereof, and 
her rejection of the Deliverer \Vho only could 
make he1 free, were ,·ividly portrayed. Thus hav­
ing laid a foundation, the speaker focused atten­
tion on the present-day perils and issued timely 
warning of how religionists ''use craft and mak-e 
sly efforts to entrap and bring the delivered one 
back again into bondage''. In ringing tones the 
key text of the talk was proclaimed, ''For free­
dom did Christ set us free: stand fast therefore 
and be not entangled again in a yoke of bondage.'; 
(Galatians 5: r, Ani. Rev. Ver.) Warning of the 
supemational government that will emerge from 
the global war, and the pinnacle on which its 
creators will perch it, to thundering applause he 
declared: ''But, let them build it as high as the 
tower of Babel, Gods Word yet stands true that 
only Jehovah God and Christ Jes us His reigning 
King are 'the Higher Powers' to whom all Chris­
tian souls must be subject for conscience' sake." 
\Ve were made free to remain that way tor God's 
service; lwnce ·'let freedom-lm·ers i-iever drop 
their guard''. The offensive against religion must 
be pressed without abatement. Illustrating the 
need for this, the ,·isit of Israel's king to the bed­
fast prophet Elisha was dramatically described. 
The crying need to shoot against the land of de­
mon rdigio11 '"nIE ARRO\\' OF JEHOVAH'S DELIVER­
:\?\CE' ·, and to smite agaiu and again with the 
'bundled arrows' of truth until the demon organi­
zation sinks into oblivion at Armageddon was 
burned into the minds of tht> Free Nation's fight­
LTs as they listened spellbound to this climactic 
battle cry. Sh01ily after, tht> speech was co11-
cluded. Enthusiastic applause· showed hearty and 
1111animous acn·pta11c<' of the keynote addres~. 

The First Release 
Appropriately the president was succeeded by 

the vic(•-president of the Watchtmver Society, who 
is also its legal attorney, who discussed the sub­
ject of ''Freedom of Worship'' for the remainder 
of the network hour. Identifying Jehovah God as 
the Source and Giver of freedom, the speaker 
then said: 
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Jdwvah's witn,.sses hdiPve in "Signs" 

. · 'Alt~1ou.gh worldly governments must recog­
nize this nght [freedom of worship J, they can no 
more gr~nt to Jehovah's witnesses the liberty 
to worship God than they can give to God the 
liberty of receiving such worship. The immortal 
freedo~ to preach as a minister of Almighty God 
soars high above the reach of earthly powers, or 
decrees. Today, in all the earth, then: is but one 
people who enjoy freedom of worship. It cannot 
be taken from them. \Vho art' these people? 
Jehovah's witnesses.''· 

A brief review was then given of the fight \\·aged 
~?r frecdor:i to preach, es~ecially since 1933, when 

the J esmts, through Hitler, the house-painter, 
stole the German government''. The fight in the 
U .S.A:" during recent years was depicted. Assaults 
by mobs. extensive property damage, false arrests. 
all failed to deter the faithful witnesses standing 
fast for freedom. Court cases \VtTe fought all alonu 
the line, and many victories given bv the Greak~ 
Jephthah. "Greatly out-numbered, - with demon 
hosts driving the municipalities on to assault God's 
people throughout the nation. Jehovah's witnesses 
stood firm.'' Through court victories, particular­
ly in the Supreme Court, it was shown how the 
Lor.d had caused. the_ protective walls, misapplied 
ordmances and miscluevously framed laws, around 
the viper religionists to fall flat, leaving them ex­
posed to the barrage of Bible truths. Then, after 
repeating the warning sounded by the presidmt in 
the keynote speech concerning the encroachments 
on freedom of worship by the beasth· postwar 
"new order" government, the speaker ~aid: 

"There can be no peace between Jehovah's 
Theocratic organization and the Devil's organiza­
tion. Jehovah's witnesses will continue to fight to 
establish freedom and push the battle to and 
through the gates of every nation under the sun. 
T~ey will do this until freedom to worship Al­
mighty God h'as been established through Christ 
Jesus in every foot of territory assigned his faith-

ful followers in the earth. Let the enemy take no­
tice now: H' e 7.l,1ill not retreat or sun:ender on.e 
foot of it!'' 

And though the applause that greeted the de­
claration of this determined resolve of God's min­
~sters to stand fast for freedom was mighty indeed, 
1t \Vas owrshadowed by the acclamation accorded 
the announcement that soon followed. Saying that 
the fight would be long and hard, that it would 
be an ''endurance test'', the speaker made known 
the preparation of a handy instrument to use in 
the warfare, namely, the new booklet Freedon1 
of Worship. The outburst of joy that marked the 
release of this booklet giving instruction on court 
procedure was impressive testimony as to the 

· n.eed of J eho\·ah 's witnesses for this. latest provi­
s10n of J eho\·a~l. Thus was concluded the Friday 
afternoon session of the Assembly. In halls 
throughout the country conventioners made a bee­
line for ushers supplfed with the first release of 
the "Free Nation's" Theocratic Assembly. It was 
merely the forerunner of good things to follow. 

Fired by the two stirring discourses, publishers 
by the thousands streamed forth from Municipal 
Andit01ium onto the streets of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul to nse their freedom Godlily and 'redeem 
the time' of the three-hour interim between the 
afternoon and evening sessions. There, as even­
ing approached, against an "old world" back­
ground of traffic din and confusion, a steady, joy­
ous hum arose within the ''Twin Cities'· from tht­
lips of happy ambassadors of the New World. 
Puzzled passers-bv on the street conwrs heard the 
firm. assuring calls of 'Are you looking ahead to 
the New World?' 'The truth shall make you free.' 
'Assemble for peace and prosperity,' 'Seek tht'­
only light,' 'Rea~ The JVatchtower,' 'Read Con­
solation.' Then they reached for the leaflet helcl 

At tht· immersion pool-246 svmbolised their conse 
cration at 5 ConVt·ntion citit'~ in South Africa 



"FREE NATION'S" THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY 7 

out to them, and \valked on,. reading their invi­
tation to the Sunday lecture, "Freedom in the 
New World." 

Reconvening at 7 p.m. for songs, the key-city 
conventioners were delighted by telegrams from 
other Assembly cities. Especially enjoyed were 
the cablegrams from far-distant lands, such as 
South Africa and West Africa. At 7: 15 p.m. three 
discourses of a half-hour each were delivered. The 
large audience of the afternoon session turned 
out ii1 full force for these evening discourses, en­
thusiastically receiving the spiritual food provided 
for that occasion. 

The Second Day 
The second day of the "Free Nation's" Theo­

cratic Assembly dawned clear and mild. As the 
multitudes of conventioners, the number of their 
ranks considerably swelled by ne\\' arrivals, con­
verged upon the :\Iunicipal Auditorium, they were 
filled with expectancy and anticipation as to what· 
the day held in store for them. And why shouldn't 
they be? Was not this the day for which an im­
portant two-hour"' program was scheduled, the 
last hour holding in store the widely discussed 
talk by the president, "Free Education for :'.\Ien 
of Good-\Vill"? So vitally important was this 
two-hour session that once more the 99 other cities 
were to tie in with the key city. Why shouldn't 
they be expectant? Even so, their expectations 
fell far short of the reality. · 

But before that anticipated session would con­
vene there must pass hours, hours that must not 
be wasted. So at 8:30 a.m. all assembled for 
field service instructions, and soon 'the word of 

. the Lord was running swiftly' once more through­
out the ·'Twin Cities" and vicinity; more swiftly, 
in fact, than on the day previous, bf'ca use many 
newcomers had been received into the ranks of 
New \Vorld advertisers. (Psalm 147: 15) The tem­
po of the ad\·ertising campaign increased, and in 
proportion with it the fury of religious freedom~ 
haters mounted. Their "gnashing of teeth" against 
the Free Nation adherents did not daunt the free 
servants of God, and the low meannessc>s to which 
they stooped failed dismally. But no time out now 
to discuss the littlmcss of petty tyrants; momentous 
events in the Free Nation's history impend, and 
command undivided attention. 

Fleeting morning hours and those of the early 
afternoon arc gone, and once more the Theocratists 
sit in place of assembly. Only, this time, Munici­
pal Auditorium no longer accommodates the as­
sern bling multitudes; Exhibition Hall in the base­
ment is pressed into service to care for the over­
flowing crowds. At 2: 30 p.m. 12,000 voices are 
raised in a rousing song, and then the key-city 

con\'entioners \\·ere especially blessed. A wonder­
ful description of the Free Nation as the fore­
most educational force ever created, taking upon 
itself the seemingly impossible responsibility of 
affording eveiy person on ea1ih an opportunity to 
know the truth concerning Jehovah and his New 
World, was given. Proof was presented in the 
form of six graduates of the Watchtower Bible 
College of Gilead, all educated free of charge. 
They described the course as "more blessings than 
we could contain''. They eagerly look fonvard to 
'freely giving' Theocratic education in foreign 
lands as they 'freely received' it at Gilead. 

Saturday's Feature 
Now it is 3 p.m., time for the two-hour hookup 

program. The lines of communication once more 
tied in with Minneapolis the associated cities, and 
neither space nor global war conditions prevented 
the \·oices of the key-city speakers from entering 
scores of halls throughout the nation and thrilling 
Jehovah's people united in assembly. On this 
occasion over 75,000 heard an unforgettable two­
hour program, and received information and in­
struments that may well affect the destiny of 
millions. 

For forty minutes a director of the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society discussed ''The Free Na­
tion Keeping Truth''.~ Declaring that the Free 
Nation's Father is Jehovah and its mother is His 
nniversal organization, the stirring command issued 
to its King, Christ Jesus, was quoted: "Open ye 
the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth 
truth may enter in.'' (Isaiah 26: 2) Thence it was 
shown how the gates had been flung open and 
the Free Nation membens gathtJred, and that 
countless numbers of the Lord's "other. sheep" 
were becoming loyal subjects of its King. And 
once within the sheltering gates, all demon gods 
are dead to them : Jehovah and Christ they recog­
nize as "the Higher Powers" worthy of praise. 
The "other lords" who once had dominion over 
them arc doomed to destruction at Armageddon. 
Till then, the Lord God continues to increase his 
free Nation by the ingathering of the "other 
sheep''. In concluding, the speaker held forth 
bright future prospects to the gospel-proclaimers: 
"These 'other sheep' the Good Shepherd has ap­
parently only begun to bring into his fold into 
company with his free Nation represented by the 
remnant. The prophecy says: 'Jerusalem shall 
be inhabited as towns, without walls for the mul­
titude of men and cattle therein.' The increasing 
of the Lord's Nation has therefore not yet reach­
ed to the populousness he has decreed for it before 
Anna~eddon ~.nishes off the envious opposers of 
such increase. 
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Offering the message of lifr on the stn·et corner 

Another Watchtower director followed, briefly 
discussing "The Service Must Go On", He de­
clared that God's servants are free men, free to 
preach the gospel from house to house, make 
back-calls, and stand on the public streets adver­
tising the Kingdom. He then asked: ''Who of 
the consecrated people of the Lord are exempt 
from these Kingdom requirements? Are any ex­
empt, or do all who are God's free men have the 
~'lme pri,·ileges and responsibilities? None are ex­
empt; all mnst serTe a ncl maintain integrity.·· 

The next participant in this two-hour sympo­
:-;inm of four speakers was the aged secretary­
treasurer of the Watch Tower Bibll' and Tract 
Society. This Theocratically.-minded veteran of 
long years service opened: ''The Theocratic Gov­
ernment of Jehovah is the principal theme of the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and the prayer 
of God's people from and after Abel." He traced 
that Government's ''Progress in Face of Opposi­
tion'', particularly the advancement of its earthly 
interests committed to the "faithful and wise 
servant'· class. Closing on a note of victory. he 

declared that these faithful ones go on ''to new 
triumphs'', and counseled, ''Let all the remnant 
and their companions shout 'Alleluia!' " And he 
set the example by voicing a mighty shout then 
and there, to which the vast audience joyously 
responded with rousing applause. 

Free Education 
Half of the time allotted for the hookup had 

elapsed; one hour yet remained. It was the hour 
looked forward to by the witnesses with keenest 
anticipation; it was th~ hour appointed for the 
president's speech on "Free Education for men 
of Good-Will". Amplifying the vital parts of the 
discourse by superb delivery, the speaker drew 
round after round of enthusiastic applause from 
the audiences assembled throughout the country. 

At the outset he identified Jehovah as the top­
ranking Educator, the great Teach er of history, 
and the One who caused vital history to be writ­
ten in advance in the form of prophecy. The 
trends of this day toward forced education in 
totalitarian ideas and the declared needs of global 
education in the postwar world: supervised by an 
international body, were outlined. Then he posed 
this crucial question : ''Admitting now the need 
for global education or re-educating all nations in 
the coming transition, we must face the question: 
Whose educational program shall it be?'' The 
claims of the Hierarchy that education belongs ex­
clusively under its control and its encroachments 
in that field were recounted, establishing the fact 
that religion would play a vital role in any post­
war educational program. 

Then in clear and forceful phrase the speaker 
delineated the all-important field of education for 
the people, namely, in the Word of God. The 
need for and manner of instruction in the Typical 
Theocracy of Israel, and the establishment of 
schools for that purpose, were expounded. Jesus 
was identified as the "greatest educator ever upon 
the earth", offering free education to the people 
and admonishing his students: "Freely ye have 
received, freely give." Moreover, this same Jesus 
marked out the educational program for the post­
war world, saying: "This gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come.'' It was shown how Jehovah's witnesses 
must be educators. ''The educative work is not 
carried on for 'filthy lucre', for there is no finan­
cial profit made in it. It is done at God's com­
mand and with a lot of hard, steady work under 
persecutions; and we are glad to do it!'' Unani­
mous applause signified their gladness. After de­
claring that the educational campaign would not 
stop until "those thus educated graduate into the 



(l} Taken during the history-making two-hour program on Saturday, August 21, from the key city, this 
picture shows the president of the \Vatch tower Society delivering the discourse on ''Free Education for Men 
of Good-Will". Visible seated are the vice-president of the Society and its secretary-treasurer. (2) The South 
African Branch servant puts over tlle speech on "Freedom in the New World" to an attentive audience 

at Johannesburg. 
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New World'', he briefly sketched Elisha's smiting 
of Jordan waters with the prophetic mantle and 
crying, "Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah?" 
and showed how Jehovah's witnesses must con­
tinue smiting with the truth till the "sheep" are 
completely separated from the "goats". In ringing 
tones the speaker then proclaimed : ''So, on with 
the free education of men of good-will! The bless­
ed day draws near when all the free and faithful 
shall enter into the life abundant in the New 
World, every tongue confessing that Jesus Christ 
is Lord to the glory of Jehovah God the Father." 

After the applause had subsided, the president 
offered for adoption this 

DECLARATION 
"JEHOVAH'S witnesses and their companions, 

being gathered together world-wide in the 'Free 
Nation's' Theocratic Assembly, do hereby declare: 

·'THAT Jehovah God by his truth and by the sac-
rifice of his beloved Son Christ Jes us has made 
us free; and that, though in the world, we are 
not of it, but are of His new world to come; 

''THAT our freedom is not granted for any selfish 
or lawless purpose, but is that we may fully 
serve Him and the earthly interests of his king­
dom under Christ Jes us; 

"THAT our commission from God ordains us to 
be his witnesses and ministers of the gospel of 
his Kingdom; and we must perform our part as 
such in the educational work which he has de­
creed must be carried on at the end of the world, 
where we are now; 

"THAT all 'men of good-will', without distinction 
as to race, creed or color, must be located and 
prepared for life in the new world; and that 
the educational work with the Kingdom truth 
is the most essential instruction to such ones 
now and in the postwar period, as it makes them 
ready for life t'ternal; 

''THAT our work is not subversive of present gov­
ernments, nor for commercial gain or any selfish 
purpose or in the interest of any religious sect; , 
but is for the purpose of spreading good-will 
among men, and promoting full respect for law, 
order and righteousness, upon which the per­
manent freedoms and peace and prosperity of 
the New World will rest; 

"THAT the textbook of freedom is Jehovah God's 
Word, the Bible, and that the truths he has 
revealed therein by his Son and King at the 
temple make the people free, without which 
all freedoms announced by men are passing 
and illusory; 

"THAT in obedience to our commission we will 
endeavor now and in the postwar l'ra to t:>xtend 

more widely the publication of Kingdom truth 
and to increase the number of free Bible-study 
classes in the homes of 'men of good-will' 
throughout the earth, using the educational 
means which the Lord has provided for our use. 
\Ve are in favor of free education of all men of 
good-will concerning The Theocracy.'' 

Free Education Exemplified! 
One director leaped to the microphone and 

moved the adoption of the Declaration, another 
seconded the motion, and a mighty "Aye" in 
favor thereof rose from thousands of throats, amid 
tumultuous applause. Then it happened. Stationed 
once more before the battery of microphones, the 
president said: "By Jehovah's grace, it is now 
my privilege to present one of the latest educa­
tional means He has provided through his organi­
zation for our use, the new book entitled-'' The 
din of applause drowned out the name. It is al­
\vays so when a new book is released. But what 
is this? All lights in the huge auditorium are 
blacked out: the vast audience sits in darkness, 
amazed, wondering and waiting for but a moment. 
Then the puzzled thousands were startled by two 
spotlights in the balcony reaching out two long 
fingers of light and pointing to a beautiful banner 
that had hung over the stage from the Assembly's 
beginning. As the spotlight beams played upon 
the banner, the gold-and-silver-spangled letters 
on their rich violet base-material caught the bril­
liant rays and seemed to live as they reflected 
back to the wondering throngs the dynamic words 
of the Master, "The Truth Shall ~fake You Free." 
Ah ! so that was it! As the inspiring freedom 
slogan sparkled and gleamed and transfixed all 
eyes, comprehension broke suddenly in the minds 
of all assembled. Here shining before them was 
the title of the new book! A mighty shout and 
tremendous applause broke the tension, auditorium 
lights flashed on again, and the president's voice 
continued: "To l'\'eryone at this afternoon session 
of this Assembly from five years old and upward 
who will accept it in the spirit of this Declaration 
one copy of this book will be given FREE! '' As 
this last word pierced the air. it touched off 
another roll of thunderous applause, and similar 
shouts of exultation rang out in the 99 other cities 
as scores of thousands of overjoyed witnesses re­
ceived this gracious gift. 

No empty slogan or catch-phrase, this ·'Fret:~ 
education for men of good-will''. In addition to 
the anointed remnant, many thousands of ''men 
of good-will" freely received this new publication 
that will go far in educating them for life in the 
New World. The "Jephthah" Society had set a 
-.:terling Pxample of providing frc'c> education, prov-
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ing its belief in and backing of the campaign by 
this practical application of the declared slogan. 
Eagerly the recipients of "The Truth Shall Make 
You Free" ran to and fro in its pages, and as 
one wended his way through the little knots of 
witnesses absorbed in an examination of its con­
tents he could hear excited cries as one delight­
some discovery after another was made. An ideal 
textbook to supplement the Bible in the education­
al campaign, was the consensus of opinion. 

The conventioners were still keyed up by the 
two unforgettable ft.Ours of the afternoon session 
and its marvelous surprise gift when they recon­
vened for the evening session. After a half-hour 
of songs, special pioneer experiences, more ex­
pressions from college graduates, and messages 
from foreign lands, the three scheduled speeches 
of the evening began. The vice-president discussed 
"Unity and its gains". Another speaker empha­
~ized the need for Jehovah· s witnesses to study 
to properly carry out their service obligations, · 
talking on '·progress of Theocratic Ministry Train­
ing'·. A third drew attention to the Book of Free­
dom, the Bible, in a talk entitled "To Whom 
Does the Textbook Belong?'' Then another sur­
prise crowded into the already thrill-packed day. 
The president appeared on the platform and an­
nounced the release of a study-questions booklet 
to be used in conjunction with "The Truth Shall 
Make You Free" in an expanded educa.tional 
campaign, to begin in October. Grateful hearts 
united in a prayer of thanksgiving to the ;Giver 
of every good and perfect gift', to close the 
second dav of the "Free Nation's" Theocratic As­
::;embly. · 

The Last Day 
The third and final day of the Theocratic con­

\·ention opened with an early morning assembly 
at Municipal Auditorium. At 8 a.m. a discourse 
was presented on the subject of "Baptism", and 
immediately thereafter candidates for immersion 
wert> taken· to Lake Calhoun, where thev submitted 
themselves to water baptism. There 237 thus sym­
bolized their consecration to do the Lord's will. 
Rut these were not the onlv ones who thus came 
into a closer relationship with the ever-expanding 
Free Nation. While the 237 in Minneapolis were 
following tht> t>Xampk of Christ Jesus in this 
respect, meek ones in the other convention cities 
were doing likewise, and brought the number for 
the United States up to 2>4IO. Reports from 
other countries swell the figure to 4,598. The re­
markableness of this influx is better appreciated 
when it is remembered that just four months 
previous, on a single day, nearly 2,500 in the 
United states alone had symbolized their conse--

cration. A variety of places were used for the pur­
pose of immersion. Swimming pools, lakes, rivers, 
ponds, and even make-shift wooden boxes, where 
spiteful opposers of The Theocracy closed all other 
facilities to them, were pressed into service by 
Jehovah's witnesses for this occasion. At one 
Assembly city, by strange coincidence, a "Jordan 
River" was the scene of baptism. 

The usual morning assembly for field service 
ha\·ing been dismissed at .Municipal Auditorium, 
the Theocratic educators filed from, the building 
and traveled to their respective territories, to ex­
tend final invitations to the widely advertised 
lecture, "Freedom in the New World." These 
morning hours constituted the last period of time 
set aside for ministerial service in the field, and 
many availed themselves of the privileges it of­
fen~d. The "Free Nation's" Assembly proved to 
be a service convention, 7, 135 different persons 
at the key city participating in the field service. 
During the three days at Minneapolis, both at 
meetings and in the field, 239,619 pieces of litera­
ture were placed. Add to this the work accomplish­
ed in the 99 other cities, and the number of pub­
lishers soars to 56,757 and the book and booklet 
placements to 926,229. If the 78>456 copies of 
Watchtower and Consolation magazines are count­
ed in, the number of publications giving educa­
tion in God's Word distributed in three days in 
the United States tops the million mark. And all 
this, mind you (despite the contrariwise lies of 
religionists), without financial profit to any orga­
nization or individual! ''On with the free educa­
tion of men of good-\vill ! '' 

And now, on with a recounting of events of 
this final day of assembly. After songs and ex­
periences, at 2 p.m. a timely discourse on. "Elders 
Feed the Flock'' was presented by a Watchtmver 
director to a packed-out anditorium. Basing his 
comments upon r Peter 5: 1-3, the importance of 
all mature Christians' feeding the flock, and par-

. ticularly those of the "other sheep" still scattered 
in Satan's organization, was impressed upon the 
listeners. The all-out efforts of demon forces to 
halt this feeding work, and particularly through 
('ncroachments on the consecrated time of 
"elders", wne warned of. and the ways of 
a voiding such dt>mon snares were expounded for 
the edification of J e11ovah 's ministers in these 
perilous times. Here, again, the freedom theme 
and the necessity of standing fast for freedom 
were stressed. 

This speaker closing his talk at 2: 30, a half-hour 
remained before the vast telephonic circuit would 
close once more ·and enable the other Assembly 
cities to join with the key city in hearing the 
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widely heralded public lecture, "Freedom in the 
New World.'' ~ow the results of the Theocratic 
advertising campaign were manifested; and also 
apparent was the fact that God's people are not 
dependent upon a depraved public press,· con­
trolled by religion, to give publicity to their as­
semblies. Indeed, the adverse press comments an:l 
misrepresentations were powerless to offset the 
good impression made by Jehovah's witnesses' 
advertising work. When the big lecture was given, 
every seat in the ro,ooo-capacity auditorium \Vas 
occupied, thousands more jammed full Exhibition 
Hall, in the basement, and the crowds on the out­
side of the huge structure numbered into the 
thousands. Everywhere, on the side-walks, in ad­
joining parks, in private cars, in the windows of 
private homes and apartment houses, eager listen­
ers could be observed taking in ''Freedom in the 
New \Vorld" as it was 'proclaimed from the house 
tops' by loud-speakers strategically placed 011 the 
outside of ~fonicipal Auditorium. Upward oi 
17,000 in ~Iinneapolis heard the lecture; in the 
United States nearly 121,000 heard it. not in­
cluding an uncountable radio audience listening to 
\VBBR' s broadcast of the speech: an incomplete 
report of Sunday's attendance in asst'mbly hall:-; 
throughout the earth totals 166.509. 

"Freedom in the New lVorld" 
Space forbids the reproduction here of the 

speech in full. Its importance is such, however, 
that it should be read and studied bv all freedom­
lovers. Following its oral delivery it was released 
in booklet form and is now being carried to the 
homes of the people as a part of the campaign ul 
free education for men of good-will. In its de­
livery the Society's president \Yas at his best, and 
be was frequently interrupted by enthusiastic ap­
plause. 

Opening with ''The free world comes only from 
the hand of Almighty God. It is at the door, and 
no power in heaven or in earth can turn back 
the hand of the all-powerful Creator from build­
ing it and offering i! in all its glory to worthy 
creatures'', the speaker proceeded to prove the 
fettered state of the present world. \\'hen ancl hmY 
and \vhy it lost its liberty was shown. and the 
impossibility of men's bringing liberation and 
freedom was established from God's infallible 
Word, the Bible. Overpowering and irrdutable 
was the following argument that postwar "Chris­
tendom" is doomed to fail in establishing freedom: 

"The postwar 'Christendom' cannot but fail 
to free the people from sin just as certainly as 
she will fail to free the nations of their invisible 
overlord, Satan the Devil, and all his wicked 
demons. It matters not that 'organized religion' 

will ride and steer the new order and that 'more 
religion' will be put on. How can those who are 
themselves slaves emancipate other slaves? The 
religionists and their political, commercial and ju­
dicial allies are themselves all servants of sin, un­
able to overcome sin in themselves and likewise 
unable to legislate sin and selfishness out of this 
world''. 

Thereafter it \\·as shown how Jehovah, through 
a Free One, Christ Jesus, would usher in a free, 
new world. Free beyond tlfe wildest dreams of 
today's self-appointed world~uilders. Not just 
freedom of speech and worship, and freedom from 
fear and \Vant in the narrow sense in which thev 
apply it, no, but freedom from sin, sickness and 
death, and even the fear of such things will be 
for ever gone. To the thousands held spellbound 
bv tb is marYe lo us word picture of Jehovah';,; 
giorious new world now at the door, the speaker 
concluded his speech: 

''The foregoing is no imaginary Ctopia dreamed 
by some religious 'saint', but is God's written 
\Yo rel sworn to over His own name and is trut'. 
Accept and believe his \Vord now and let it hence­
forth be your life-guide and hope and comfort. 
If you do so, it means for you the gaining of 
the heritage of life everlasting and FREEDCHI I~ 
THE '.\EW WORLD." 

This long-anticipated speech was now history, 
so far as its delivery was concerned. But it will 
Jin· on in printed form and accomplish its purpose 
bv having a wide distribution among men of good­
\\~ill. (Now, just , three months after its release, 
more than seven million copies have been print­
t·d.) Free personal copies were given to all those 
in attendance, along with extra copies that they 
might give to interested persons. Thus, once more, 
was emphasized the policy of ''free education for 
men of good-will''. 

Young magazint> publishers on tilt· < rl)ldt·n Heel 
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The Closing Hours 
The "Free Nation's" Theocratic Assembl\· now 

entered into its final hours. That evening th.e con­
ventioners, their numbers somewhat diminished 
by early departures, gathered in the main audi­
torium for the last session. After enjoying a half­
hour of experiences, the audience listened atten­
tively to a discourse on "No .More Time for the 
Old Course'', and another one on ''Faithful and 
Wise Servant''. Then, in the closing minutes of 
this blessed three-day Assembly, all present were 
gratified to hear ''A Message from the President'', 
as announced by the program. For thirty minutes 
he spoke informally to the conventioners, reading 
to them many telegrams from other assembly cities 
in the U.S.A. and also other lands. He conversed 
with them regarding the work in the field among 
the people of good-will, especially stressing the 
added responsibility due to the increased know­
ledge and new instruments received at this As- · 
sembly. Then with prayer of thanksgiving, the 
president dismissed the "Free Nation's" Theocra­
tic Assembly as held at the key c.ity. Greatly re­
freshed and strengthened by the feast the Lord 
had spread for them in the midst of many ene­
mies, the homeward trek by Jehovah's warriors 
ensued. Jehovah's promise of success to those who 
obediently serve Him was realized; the Assembly 
had succeeded in its purpose of praising the Al­
mighty and giving an impetus to the prosecution 
of the \Vork ahead.-Psalm III: IO, margin. 

Opposition 
Before turning our attention from the key-city 

assembly and viewing some of the other conven­
tion cities, two or three other points might be 
noted. They are insignificant when compaFed 
with· the Theocratic history made by the "Free 
Nation's" Assembly, yet they are the very..,things 
headlined by the local press. There was a con­
certed effort on the part of some religion-dominated 
persons to discredit God's witnesses. First there 
were the glaring headlines charging Canadian wit­
nesses with border-jumping. Then inquiries were 
made as to the gas used by delegates motoring to 
the Assembly. Failing to uncover anything of 
importance here, the food supplies used at the 
convention's cafeteria were carefully checked as 
to their being obtained in accord with govern­
ment regulations. To the chagrin of behind-the­
scenes religionists, who had previously brought 
terrific pressure to bear against the city officials in 
an attempt to hav~ the witnesses barred the Mun­
icipal Auditorium, the investigation only served to 
publicize the fact that Jehovah's witnesses obey 
all laws of the land that are not in conflict with 

God's supreme law. Food ration points had been 
obtained, and the goodly supply of points left 
over after the Assembly's close returned to the 
ration board. · 

This cafeteria, incidently, was a marvel of or­
ganization. Located in the basement of the audi­
torium, eleven lines of hungry witnesses steadily 
moved past counters laden with temporal food. 
Commenting on this, the Minneapolis Star Journal 
said: 

"Organization of tLe convention continued to 
amaze Minneapolis officials today, as they watched 
7 ,ooo members of the sect being fed three times 
a day in a special cafeteria set up in the audi­
torium exhibit hall. By means of a series of 
stations, long lines of delegates are served at the 
rate of 1,000 an hour. According to the testimony 
of an auditorium employee, who sampled the food~ 
it was good. Veal stew on yesterday's menu, he 
said was as 'good as anything I ever ate' ". 

It is regrettable that so many people search out 
and give attention to things of lesser importance, 
and overlook entirely the better things. Appetizing 
and sustaining was the ''ration point'' food served 
at the Assembly, it is true; but all-important was 
the unrationed bounty of spiritual food that, if 
assimilated, would sustain one and carry him into 
the ever-abiding New World. Trying to find fault, 
many persons missed -the satisfying nourishment 
of this spiritual food that they might have obtained 
without money or ration points, and in unlimited 
quantities. They merely participated in a fruitless· 
campaign to besmirch the Watchtower Society, the 
convention's sponsor, as the Society was com­
pletely exonerated of all the- false charges that 
flew thick and fast. · 

Other American Cities 
In 99 other cities throughout the United States, 

in all kinds of meeting places, from the finest 
auditoriums to tents, the conventioners assembled. 
Stadiums, schools, armories, clubhouses, gym­
nasiums, theaters, skating rinks, fairgrounds, and 
even night clubs, were pressed into service for 
th(' occasion. To these places swarmed Jehovah's 
remnant, accompanied by their companions, the 
"other sheep", who, like the queen of Sheba, 
overcame all obstacles to hear the words of wis­
dom of a greater than Solomon; but the inter-city 
arrangement of the Assembly made it unneces­
saty for them to come "from the uttermost parts 
of the earth to hear''. (Matt. 12: 42) And the 
fond expectations they entertained upon arrival 
were not half as great as the blessings they n·­
cei ved before lea \·ing. 



"FREE NATION'S" THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY 

THE ASSEMBLY IN OTHER LANDS 
A report of the "Free Nation's" Theocratic As­

sembly as held on distant shores will necessarily 
be brief and incomplete, since detailed accounts 
are not yet at hand. Even so, a brief survey will 
show the world-wide scope of the Assembly. 

Australia 
Australia held assemblies in seven cities, on 

September 10-12, just three weeks after the 100-

city Assembly in the United States. Less than 
three months previous to this date, the Kingdom 
work of Almighty God was under "legal" ban in 
the ''land down under''. On ] une 14, 1943, ] e­
hovah gave to his witnesses a signal victory, the 
ban being lifted. Then He blesses His Australian 
servants by an Assembly, key-noting the theme of 
freedom_. The principal speeches delivered at 
Minneapolis were given at one of the. Australian 
cities, and carried by landline to the others. Eight 
thousand Australian freedom-lovers attended. 

Brazil 
Six cities in Brazil shared in thl' Assembly. 

Prior to the Assembly on August 20-22, the or­
ganizer in Brazil reported : '' Arrange~ents are 
going ahead nicely. Sao Paulo has agam secured 
for the three days the beautiful auditorium of the 
Hotel Terminus, The servant in Baia reports that 
for the three days they have secured a hall more 
beautiful than for any convention he has yet at­
tended in Brazil, at a very moderate price because 

-- of the nature of our work. The brethren in Porto 
Alegre have also secured a good hall for the three 
days and are thrilled at the prospects of a con­
vention in the south of Brazil.'' In Brazil I ,291 

were in attendance. 

British Isles 
One week after the Assembly in the United 

States, fifteen cities in the British Isles held a 
Theocratic Assembly. In 1942, when the New 
World Theocratic Assembly was held in Britain, 
opposition was strong. In striking contrast, the 
"Free Nation's" Assembly experienced little op­
position. On Sunday, a large combined audience 
of 17 ,500 assembled in the fifteen cities. 

The conventioners in Britain were thrilled by 
the release of Kingdom News No. :p, the Course 
in Theocratic Ministry, and announcements that 
a British edition of the WATCHTOWER Bible was 
being prepared, and that a new book, "The 
Truth Shall J'fake You Free", had been released 
in America. 

Advertising work pertaining to the Assembly 
was strenuously pushed by the conventioners. 
Dominating all publicity avenues exploited was 
the appearance on British streets of thousands of 
witnesses, distributing invitations to the public 
lecture. ~Jany favorable comments \Wre directed 
to them from American soldiers, whose minds 
were taken oack to the many times thl'y had set'.n 
similar sights in their homeland. 

Chile 
This South American country reported its first 

Theocratic convention, rm persons meeting in one 
city for the "Fn'f' Nation's" Assembly. 

Cuba 
At least three cities associakd in tht~ ·'Fret 

Nation's" Assembly in Cuba. A.11 excerpt from 
the Cuban report states: 

"A greater attenclancl' was had at this gathering 

Some of tht> African witnesses who assemblf'd at Johannesburg frorn many parts of thP Transv~'.:11. They 
look fonvard to tlw full establishment of Cod's Kingdom. 
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of God's people than ever before, and we can 
justly call it the greatest convention yet to be held 
on earth. Think of 3,775 souls in Cuba gathered 
for three days to worship Almighty God in spirit 
and in truth J 

''All ·the lectures delivered at the :Minneapolis 
convention were translated into Spanish and de­
livered here. 

. ''Of course, the Devil, in his cunning way, is 
always on the watch to do his mischief. He tried 
an old· scheme of having the hall canceled in 
Pinar del Rfo and Camaguey, but Jehovah ar­
ranged matters to His liking and for the blessing 
of His servants. New halls were located in both 
cities, which were more satisfactory in all respects. 

"The brethren were greatly refreshed and are 
continuing to hold high the banner of The Theoc­
racy as a part of the Free Nation." 

Hawaii 
Here in this group of islands in the broad Paci­

fic, that figured so prominently in the present· 
global war. the adherents of Jehovah's Free Na­
tion met in assembly, and enjoyed the same pro­
gram of events as did Minneapolis. Manuscripts 
were received from the Society and read at their 
sessions, even to the presentation of "The Truth 
ShaJl Make You Free." On .this point they write: 

''News of the book was joyfully received, and 
we just about had to put a chain on the one 
copy available so it wouldn't disappear. We are 
looking forward eagerly to studying and using 
this new instrument in the service of The Theoc­
racy, and we give thanks to Jehovah for its pro­
visions.'' 

Jamaica 
Here a glmious assembly was enjoyed and many 

new releases were sprung, to the surprise of those 
attending. Peak attendance reported \Vas I ,700. 

Mexico 
Twelve citit·s participated in the ·'Free Nation's'' 

Tpeocratic Assembly in the land just south of 
the U.S.A. The majority of the cities held their 
assemblies without any particular difficulty; some 
opposition was encountered in a few. This Assem­
bly marked the first tinw information walking was. 
used in Mexico. It resulted in a splendid witness 
being given. In spite of the fact that there are 
ordinances which prohibit such wor!k without 
special pennit. the work went on unhindered. 

When the new releases were presPnted, the in­
stant question was, ''Is it in Spanish?'' Though 
disappointed that they were only in English as 
yet, their joy was not dampened. They look for­
ward to receiving it in their native tonguP soon. 
The convention servant writes : 

"After the meeting, what a sight to see them 

thronging around the platform to see at close 
view and to feel lovingly the covers of "The 
Truth Shall Make You Free" I The mixed mul­
titude,· peopl~ of Spanish descent and pure In­
dians, mingled, the white and the bronze skins 
covering the same hearts filled with joy and 
thankfulness to the Father of all obedient human­
kind, who provides us with meat in due season 
without respect of persons. What a picture of 
the 'great multitude'! The heart of Jehovah's 
people is strangely touched to see the Indian 
women barefoot and with their papooses on their 
backs, with the typical dress adopted by the 
}lexican Indian many years ago. Together, they 
unanimously adopted the resolution presented to 
'shoot the arrows into the enemy's land' and t? 
carrv the free education to all men of good-will 
now" and in the postwar period before Armaged­
don.'' 

At El Salto, Durango, some of the Witnesses 
were assaulted and stoned. During one meeting 
the street in front of the hall was crowded with 
the enemy, armed with sticks and stones, and 
many had knives. They planned to attack the 
Witnesses as the meeting dismissed. Just as the 
assembly was due to end, a torrential rainstorm 
broke and scattered - the would-be mobbers. 
Trouble was had in one or two othe.r cities in 
Mexico, but the Lord gave His people the vic­
tory in the end. On Sunday 3,556 attended. 

New Zealand 
No rep01i from this distant part of the earth is 

available other than that assemblies in three cities 
were held on the· three days of August 20-22, 
with an attendance of eight hundred persons. 

Sweden 
The number of cities hqlding assemblies in 

Sweden was ten, and 3,r47 persons assembled 
at the same time as Jehovah's witnesses met in 
convention in the United States and other coun­
tries. On this occasion 293 were immersed. 

Trinidad 
Only scanty news of the Assembly in this land 

is at hand. At the town of Arima 245 were pres­
ent, while 18q met at San Fernando. At the island 
of Ihrbados -tfwre was also an assembl_\'. 

West Africa 
On the Dark Continent 4,765 Jehornh's wit­

m·sse;;; assembled in towns in Nigeria and on the 
Gold Coast. They took the occasion to make a 
declaration, \x.-herein those assembled declared 
their purpose to continue to witness to Jehovah's 
kingdom and maintain integrity to the Most High 
God. Many are the difficulties that beset Jeho­
vah's servants in that land as they push on in 
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the Theocratic work, and it is joyful news fo 
their Kingdom associates in other lands to hea.r 
of such a large assembly there. · .. 

South African Assemblies 
Jeliovah's witnesses and their companions in 

South Africa ·shared in the "Free Nation's" Theo­
cratic Assembly. They met together in 5 different 
cities, namely, Johannesburg, Cape Town, Dur­
ban, Port Elizabeth and Bloemfontein. The pro­
gramme followed on similar lines to that of the 
key city at Minneapolis. 

Freedom rang loudly for three unforgettablt 
.days. Its joyful tones of triumph sounded out a~ a 
testimony to the existence and unsuppressible a~bv­
ity of a free nation; and the echoes thereof contmue 
to resound throughout the land. Amid the clangor 
of global war it penetrated through with its good­
cheer and hope, as agreeable and consoling to the 
ear as the sound of the shof ar trumpets blown by 
Israel's priests on the Jubilee year to "proclaim 
liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhab­
itants thereof". Hundreds in all five cities, re­
joicing in their newly realised freedom, clapped 
their ·hands and shouted for joy. They hailed the 
bold declaration of freedom, which freedom count­
less thousands shall yet come to know and enjoy. 

As in trte American, British, Australian, Swed­
ish and other cities throughout the earth, all help 
to service the many departments of the South 
African assemblies was voluntary and non-remun­
erative. Hundreds of consecrated men, women 

.. and children willingly offered themselves in an­
- swer to the service call and worked long, steady 

and intensely active hours to minister to their 
brethren. The entire working setup was an admir-

able demonstration of thorough organisation, fine 
foresight, efficient performance, zeal for God':; 
cause, love of men of good-will, good order wi~h­
out friction, and brotherly unity an9, co-operation 
under Christ. Worldly observers m(\rvelled there-
at. Je:tiovah was honoured. . 

At the 5 convention points in South Afnca 
16,827 books, booklets and magazines containing 
the message of God's Kingdom were distributed 
to persons of good-will eager to learn more about 
the "Free Nation" and its activities. Surely a 
wonderful witness to God's Kingdom ! 

To Jehovah Most High and to Christ Jesus his 
Son are due, and are rendered, all credit and 
praise for the success and blessings of this ''Free 
Nation's" Theocratic Assembly. 

Free Nation On To Victory! 
The table below (incomplete) gives the tabu­

llated report by countries. 
From this report it is seen that Jehovah's peo~ 

ple exercised their freedom Godlily during the 
three Assembly days, worshiping Him in spirit 
and in truth, and giving out the Kingdom truths 
as they receive them. The "Free Nation's" Theo­
cratic Assembly served to unite even more solid­
ly the earthly part of Jehovah's organization. 
They are determined to stand fast for their fr~­
dom, to use it in the campaign of free education 
for "men of good-will", and to 'shoot the arrow 
of Jehovah's deliverance' against the land of 
demonism, which is religion. In the strength of 
the Lord they will smite the enemy with the 
'bundled arrows' of Theocratic truths, not once, 
nor twice, nor thrice, but again and again and 
again, until all foes of Jehovah's Free Nation 
are destroyed for ever. 
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